P R E S S R E L E A S E
Copenhagen 2008.08.12

Second Nordic-Baltic Dance Encounter “keðja” Visits Copenhagen in September
[image: image4.jpg]dance encounters 2008-2010 www.kedja.net

o[l





The Education and Skills of the Choreographer up for Debate

200 dancers, choregraphers, educators and administrative staff from the Nordic-Baltic countries are now coming to Copenhagen to discuss “The Skills and Education of the Choreographer”. The ambitious encounter takes place the 1st-6th of September and is part of the networking project keðja – a project consisting of 6 dance-related encounters, arranged in 6 countries over a period of 3 years.

The purpose of keðja is to set the framework for a debate about the issues and possibilities of the contemporary dance, and to optimize an exchange of informations and experiences between the participants.

The Danish encounter takes place at The National School of Theatre (hosted by the school’s continuing education programme and the School of Contemporary Dance in Denmark), Dansescenen (venue for contemporary dance), and at Dansens Hus (House of Dance), which along with The Association of Independent Choreographers and Danseværket, Aarhus all are important partners in the project and thereby form part of a unique partnership.

The Danish keðja Encounter

The Danish Minister of Culture will officially be opening the encounter in Copenhagen the 4th of September. He declares: “keðja is a particularly interesting project which will be of great significance for the contemporary dance and make the art form visible”.

The Danish keðja encounter will contain three main elements: a workshop, performances and a seminar. 

Workshop: Danish choreographer Kim Brandstrup, founder of Arc Dance Company (UK), will direct the workshop. The partcipants are 10 carefully selected Nordic-Baltic choreographers who will get an opportunity to develop their artistic competences under the guidance of the experienced Brandstrup, and the composer Kim Helweg.

Performances: Dansescenen will present the choreographers’ competition Dansolution in a Nordic-Baltic version the 2nd-5th of September at 8 pm.

The seminar, 4th-6th of September, constitutes the main part of the encounter and 200 people connected to the dance- and cultural area will attend the seminar.

During the seminar 3 main issues will be highlighted: The Education of the Choreographer, The Choregrapher and Professional Life, and Dance and its’ Political Context.

Additionally a network meeting specifically for choreographers will take place on September 4th, hosted by The Association of Independent Choreographers.

Richard Ralph, former Director of Higher Education Institutions incl. London Contemporary Dance School, has conducted a survey of the teaching of choreography in the leading professional dance schools in the Nordic-Baltic countries. The survey reports on the schools’ different methods and conditions incl. budgets and asks questions like: “What can be obtained by teaching choreography?” and  “How is the education linked to the Dance Profession”. Furthermore it approaches other relevant issues.
At the seminar Ralph will present the survey, which will be up for further discussion in a panel.  
Amongst the speakers at the seminar are: John Ashford (The Place, London), Richard Ralph, Madeleine Ritter (project manager of Tanzplan Deutschland), Ritva Mitchell (director of research at Finnish Foundation for Cultural Policy Research – CUPORE) and Niels Lehmann (head of department at Dramaturgy, University of Aarhus). See more about the seminar on www.kedja.net   

Facts

The name keðja is the Icelandic word for chain and is highly associated with the old Nordic chain dances that are still being danced. It symbolizes that the aim of the project is to improve the cultural connection and communication between the different countries as well as strengthen the already existing networks. 

The first keðja encounter took place in Vilnius, Lithuania 10th-12th of May 2008 where the theme was “Mobility and Touring in the Nordic-Baltic countries and further”. 

Dansens Hus is the project manager organisation of keðja, which is supported by EU’s cultural programme 2007-2013 together with 9 other long-term projects. The grant from EU amounts to € 600.000. In addition to that Nordic Culture Point and Nordic Culture Fund are contributors with respectively € 100.000 and € 20.000. A considerable share of the budget is intended to make it possible for freelance-dancers and choreographers to participate in the many encounters.  

A task force, lead by the acknowledged cultural theorist and analyst Dragan Klaic, follows the keðja project. 

The Nordic-Baltic partners of the project are: Lithuanian Dance Information Centre, Dance Info Finland, Dance Information Norway, Moderna Dansteatern (Stockholm), Iceland Dance Company and Dance Information Centre at Dansens Hus.

The Danish partners of keðja are: Dansens Hus, Dansescenen, School of Contemporary Dance

 HYPERLINK "http://www.teaterskolen.dk/sw845.asp" 
The continuing education programme at The Danish National School of Theatre, The Association of Independent Choreographers, Danseværket (Aarhus), Richard Ralph.

See more on www.kedja.net where news will be updated.

For more information concerning the project contact Kamma Siegumfeldt, project leader for keðja and information co-ordinator at the Dance Information Centre at Dansens Hus. E: danceinfo@dansenshus.dk. 

Journalists are invited to attend the encounter. Please contact press manager Charlotte Detlefsen: charlotte@dansenshus.dk, tel. + 45 35 86 86 09.

[image: image1.png]2.

‘w

Education and Culture DG

Culture Programme



    
    [image: image2.png]w norden

Nordic Culture Point



   
[image: image3.png]% nordcn

Nordisk Kulturfond




	[image: image5.wmf]
	Hørsholmsgade 20

DK-2200  København N

Telefon +45 35 86 86 00
dansenshus@dansenshus.dk
www.dansenshus.dk



[image: image4.jpg][image: image5.wmf]