Nordic-Baltic Choreographer pre-meeting 15.6.09

Kedja in Finland, Kuopio

Choreographers’ pre-meeting in Finland was a short introduction to Kedja-meeting, which lasted for three days. Participants were:

1. Aira Nagineviciute 


airanagi@yahoo.com
2. Marianne Albers 


marianne@danseinfo.no

3. Kati Kallio 


kati.kallio@madtanssimaisterit.fi

4. Tali Rázga



www.talirazga.dk, trazga@hotmail.com

5. Ingrid Tranum-Jensen


email@sagadancecompany.com
6. Hanna Pajala-Assefa 


hanna.pajala@madtanssimaisterit.fi

7. Pauliina Ruhanen 


pauliina.ruhanen@gmail.com

8. Lev Shulman


shulman@ekart.ur.ru

9. Peter Anderson 


johanna@id.is

10. Gudmundur Helgason 


mumminn@simnet.is

11. Marjo Hämäläinen 


marjo@sisasuomentanssi.fi
12. Piia Kulin 


piia.kulin@sisasuomentanssi.fi

13. Jari Karttunen 


Jari.karttunen@keskuspuisto.net
14. Mantas Stabacinskas 


mstabacinskas@hotmail.com

15. Sanna Kuusisto 


vuorikuu@dlc.fi

The purpose of the meeting was to think about the realistic ways in which the network of Nordic and Baltic choreographers could function, what kind of resources it would need, what kind of hopes people have towards the network and what resources there already exists. The participants worked first in smaller groups and then presented their ideas. 
First, it is important to remember that there already exists a Facebook community established after the meeting in Copenhagen. 


1. Wishes / suggestions / projects how the network could help participants

Touring
· more communication, interaction, knowledge on what is happening and where 

· make use of facebook, invite local artists to performances

· meetings with the local artists while touring, creating the community
· homeexchange.com -type service between artists to help to find places to stay

· for example exchange between two choreographers/groups giving a performance in each others’ countries -> sharing knowledge of local production matters

Community work
· In a project choreographers could do community-based work in many countries and meet, share ideas and results

· Documenting the processes and projects to Film / DVD
· Dance as a part of every day life, take more advantage of that

Appreciation of the artform
· how choreographers talk about their work, comment on others, take feedback – skills to do this

· developing choreographic skills / work, process
· investing into one’s own work, developing the ideas, taking the time to think forward

Communication
· More possibilities to meet with colleagues

· Idea: Established choreographers' workshop, in a summercamp or festival
· feedback from other choreographers, showing work-in-progress


Audience development
· dance education in schools: necessary and rewarding but challenging and takes a lot of time

· choreographers meet students, exchange between those two groups

· teaching teachers = workshops and information to those who teach classes in comprehensive schools

· creativity, subconsciousness, experiencing things yourself are the vital things in doing art, we should try not only to see value in knowledge-based learning as in  academic world
Special views on website for the network, what it should contain

· Website linking choreograpers' websites
· Forum to discuss and exchange -  social media (education on how it works was hoped to happen maybe in the next meeting)
· Info on productions / pieces / projects
· Contact information: artists, producers, venues, studios etc

· Videos
· explanations by the choreographers, open up the process -> this develops the artist’s skills to communicate their work in words 

· questions, comments, feedback

· A general need for Webpages with advices on giving a dance lesson, directed to school teachers

· *sustainability is important aspect in trying to create a website that really works – no travelling

· In facebook you can do all this?


2. Organisations / persons who could provide resource for the network  

Dance Information Centres in each country
Nordisk Ministerråd
local dance organisations
obs, there is no organisation for touring in almost any of these countries
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